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southeast Europe. I welcome European Com-
mission President Prodi’s intention to have the
EC provide nearly 12 billion euros (approxi-
mately $12.5 billion) of assistance to the region
during 2000–2006. Such a substantial package
will create tremendous opportunities for those

countries and affirm in the strongest terms Eu-
ropean support for their transformation. We are
continuing our assistance programs to encourage
political and economic reform and advance the
region’s integration with the rest of Europe.

Message to the Congress Transmitting a Report on Aeronautics and Space
Activities
November 18, 1999

To the Congress of the United States:
I am pleased to transmit this report on the

Nation’s achievements in aeronautics and space
during Fiscal Year (FY) 1998, as required under
section 206 of the National Aeronautics and
Space Act of 1958, as amended (42 U.S.C.
2476). Aeronautics and space activities involved
14 contributing departments and agencies of the
Federal Government, and the results of their
ongoing research and development affect the
Nation in many ways.

A wide variety of aeronautics and space devel-
opments took place during FY 1998. The Na-
tional Aeronautics and Space Administration
(NASA) successfully completed five Space Shut-
tle flights. There were 29 successful Expendable
Launch Vehicle (ELV) launches in FY 1998.
Of those, 3 were NASA-managed missions, 2
were NASA-funded/Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration (FAA)-licensed missions, 8 were Depart-
ment of Defense (DOD)-managed missions, and
16 were FAA-licensed commercial launches. Sci-
entists also made some dramatic new discoveries

in various space-related fields such as space
science, Earth science, and remote sensing, and
life and microgravity science. In aeronautics, ac-
tivities included work on high-speed research,
advanced subsonic technology, and technologies
designed to improve the safety and efficiency
of our commercial airlines and air traffic control
system.

Close international cooperation with Russia
occurred on the Shuttle-Mir docking missions
and on the ISS program. The United States
also entered into new forms of cooperation with
its partners in Europe, South America, and Asia.

Thus, FY 1998 was a very successful one for
U.S. aeronautics and space programs. Efforts in
these areas have contributed significantly to the
Nation’s scientific and technical knowledge,
international cooperation, a healthier environ-
ment, and a more competitive economy.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

The White House,
November 18, 1999.

Remarks Prior to Discussions With Prime Minister Bertie Ahern of Ireland
and an Exchange With Reporters in Istanbul
November 19, 1999

Northern Ireland Peace Process

President Clinton. Good morning. Let me say
to all of you that I’m delighted to have this
chance to meet with the Taoiseach and talk
about the Irish peace process. I want to con-
gratulate Prime Minister Ahern, Prime Minister
Blair, and clearly, Senator Mitchell and the par-

ties for the progress that has been made in
the last few days. It’s obvious that the parties
have really worked hard to reaffirm their com-
mon commitment to the Good Friday accord,
to hear each other’s concerns, and then to de-
velop a step-by-step plan to actually consum-
mate this peace agreement. So I’m very hopeful,
and I want to thank you for what you’ve done.
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